
 

We are one week in and it’s been wonderful to feel that 
calm, productive energy permeating from classes and to 
talk to the children about a ‘sense of belonging’ for them in 
school. This has been our focus in Collective Worship this 
week: what it means to belong… and do we know when we 
do belong?  I have spoken with the children about talking to 
others [having a voice], but importantly listening & being 
listened to… and that it’s okay to healthily disagree with 
friends. I plan to continue this thread with the children this 
term and look at how we can extend the sense of belonging 
with our families too. With that in mind, I’ll sign off with a 
quote from Dr Brené Brown: “Belonging is being accepted 
for who you are. Fitting in is being accepted for who you’re 
not.”                            
Have a lovely weekend when it comes. 



 

What’s Happening & When? 

Key Dates 
When   What 
Thursday 3rd September   Welcome Back To School! 

Tuesday 22nd September  Year 1 trip to Hartsholme Park 

Wednesday 23rd September  Year 3/4 trip to The Deep 

Thursday 24th September   Flu Vaccinations 

Wednesday 7th October Whole School Harvest Festival [in St Peter’s Church, 9:30am 
start – families are warmly welcomed] 

Tues 20th & Wed 21st Oct Parent’s Evening [4-7pm both evenings] 

Friday 23rd October  End of Term 

Monday 2nd November Back To School 

Thursday 10th December EYFS & KS1 Christmas Nativity Performance [in St Peter’s 
Church, 9:30am – families warmly welcomed] 

Thursday 17th December KS2 Christmas Carol Service [in St Peter’s Church, 9:30am 
start – families warmly welcomed]  

Friday 18th December Finish for Christmas. 

Term Dates for 2026/27: https://www.claypoleprimary.org/term-dates 

 
Open Events For Prospective Parents 

• Wednesday 14th October (5-7pm) – Open Evening [more information to follow] 

• Wednesday 4th November (9:30-11:30) 

• Monday 16th November (1:15-3:15) 

• Thursday 3rd December (1:15-3:15) 

• Thursday 10th December (9:30-11:30) 

 

 

 

https://www.claypoleprimary.org/term-dates


 

Online Safety 

Filtering System 
At Claypole C of E Primary School the safety and wellbeing of our pupils is our highest 
priority, both in the classroom and online. In line with the Department for Education’s 
(DfE) updated Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) 2026 guidance and the 
Filtering and Monitoring Standards, we are writing to share how we protect your child 
while they use school technology. 

Our Filtering System: Securly 
To ensure our pupils are safe from harmful content, we use Securly, one of the most 
widely used student safety and wellness tools in the UK This system is a cloud-based 
web filter designed exclusively for schools, helps you keep your students safe with 
powerful features designed to make schools a safer, happier place for students and IT 
teams alike. Get visibility into online activity, download or email reports, and block 
inappropriate sites instantly. 
Key principles of how we use this system include: 

• Blocking Harmful Content: The system is configured to block access to illegal 
and harmful material, including content related to extremism, self-harm, 
pornography, and violence. 

• Differentiated Access: We recognise that pupils may need different protections 
based on their age or individual requirements. Securly allows us to have different 
filtering policies for our children.  

• Safe Learning, without "Over-Blocking": While safety will always be paramount,  
"over-blocking" should not lead to unreasonable restrictions on teaching. Our 
system is regularly reviewed to ensure pupils can still access high-quality 
educational resources while remaining safe.  

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) and leadership team (Mr Wells & Mrs Silby) 
have oversight of the filtering system, accessing reports on attempted access to blocked 
content. This allows us to identify and support any pupil who may be at risk or in need of 
further guidance. 
 
Our Monitoring System 
As well as filtering, we are also required to have a way of monitoring pupil behaviour on 
devices. Securly system monitors online activity across devices and platforms, and 
alerts our DSL to any behaviour that may be a safeguarding or welfare concern. Upon 
receiving an alert, our DSL will then assess this and offer any necessary support. 
 

How You Can Support at Home 

No filtering system can be 100% effective, and children often access the internet on 
personal devices which are outside of the school’s control and environment. To support 
your child at home, we recommend: 
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1. Talking Regularly: Ask your child about what they are doing online (phone/gaming 
console/laptop/tablet/TV etc) and which apps they are using. Explore these 
together so you understand any associated risks. 

2. Setting Boundaries: Consider using parental controls on home Wi-Fi, personal 
devices and individual apps/games/platforms. Consider putting in place a digital 
agreement with shared family rules such as no digital devices in bedrooms. See 
parentsafe.lgfl.net for help with this. 

3. Let us know: if you have any concerns relating to your child’s access to 
technology. 

By working together, we can ensure that our children grow up with the skills and 
protections they need to navigate the digital world safely. 

 

 

Food Standards & Relationship Education 

Parent Forum 
As part of our review work in school, we are looking to seek the support and ideas (and 
maybe some expertise) from our community. This term, we are looking to form a parent 
forum for: 

• Food and Food Standards and; 
• Relationship & Sex Education. 

If you’d like to offer your support, please contact the school office. 

 

https://parentsafe.lgfl.net/


 



 



 



 

Contacting Staff  

Emailing School 
Emails (including correspondences intended for staff) are to come via the school office 
via adminoffice@claypoleprimary.org   

We understand that parents will sometimes have questions, concerns or news that they 
feel are best directed to their child’s class teacher or another member of staff. 

To help us respond as quickly and appropriately as possible, we ask that parent emails 
are sent via the school office, rather than directly to individual members of staff. 

We want to make sure that your message reaches the right person and, where 
appropriate, that relevant information is shared with other members of staff who may 
need to know. For example, a parent may contact a class teacher about something that 
appears to be a classroom matter, but the information may also be relevant to our 
SENDCO, Designated Safeguarding Lead… or a member of the leadership team.  

Having correspondence come through the office allows us to make that judgement and 
ensure that the appropriate person is involved. 

It means that we can: 

• make sure your query reaches the most appropriate member of staff; 

• ensure that important information is not inadvertently missed or delayed; 

• identify when a concern may require input from another member of staff; 

• provide a consistent response when a member of staff is absent or unavailable; 
and; 

• ensure that matters relating to your child are dealt with by the people who are best 
placed to support them. 

We recognise that some messages may be very straightforward and may only require a 
response from your child’s teacher. Where that is the case, the office will simply make 
sure the message reaches them. 

Our aim is to make communication between home and school clear, efficient and 
supportive, while ensuring that the right people have the information they need to help 
every child. 
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