
 

The Harvest Festival always fills me with joy. It’s one 
of my favourite times of year; not just because I am 
grateful for food and thankful for all the good things in 
life… but because it’s the first time in the school year 
that brings the whole school community together – to 
celebrate & be thankful together. It’s a pleasure to be 
able to see the pride on everyone’s faces: the 
children performing, families watching and staff 
seeing the preparations come together. I leave you 
with the words of author Melody Beattie: “Gratitude 
makes sense of our past, brings peace for today and 
creates a vision for tomorrow.” 

Have a lovely weekend when it comes. 

 



 

What’s Happening & When? 

Key Dates 
When   What 
 

Wednesday 14th October Open Evening [5-7pm – details within newsletter] 

Friday 16th October PTA Disco [details within newsletter] 

Tues 20th & Wed 21st Oct Parent’s Evening [4-7pm both evenings – slips sent home] 

Friday 23rd October  Non-Uniform Day [see below] & End of Term 

Monday 2nd November Back To School 

Monday 9th November ‘Christmas Shoebox Appeal’ collection 

Wednesday 18th November PTA AGM ( The Hayloft, Five Bells.) – time TBA 

Friday 4th December  Christmas Fayre (after school festive fun) 

Wednesday 9th December EYFS & KS1 Christmas Nativity Performance [in St Peter’s 
Church, 9:30am – families warmly welcomed] 

Thursday 10th December Rock Steady Concert; Christmas Jumper Day; Christmas 
Dinner Day – a very busy, exciting day! 

Thursday 17th December KS2 Christmas Carol Service [in St Peter’s Church, 9:30am 
start – families warmly welcomed]  

Friday 18th December Finish for Christmas. 

Term Dates for 2026/27: https://www.claypoleprimary.org/term-dates 
 

Open Events For Prospective Parents 

• Wednesday 14th October (5-7pm) – Open Evening 
• Wednesday 4th November (9:30-11:30) 
• Monday 16th November (1:15-3:15) 
• Thursday 3rd December (1:15-3:15) 
• Thursday 10th December (9:30-11:30) 

 

 

 

https://www.claypoleprimary.org/term-dates


 

 

 

Come join us on Wednesday 14th October: whether you’re a current or prospective parent, 
spend time with the staff and some our children for our annual Open Evening.  

Classrooms will be set up with a variety of activities that will test your skills and creativity. 
For prospective parents, our EYFS classroom will be set up so that you can see the quality 
of the provision that Claypole provides. 

No booking required. 

We look forward to welcoming you into school. 
 



 

Puffins Topic 

Stone Age Art 

 
This week, Year 2 have collected their own materials for painting. They used sticks, finger painting, 
grass and leaves… all to create different marks on the ‘cave walls.’ They even used horse hair as 
that is what was used in the Stone Age! 

 

 



 

Grantham & District Competition 

Football Champions 

 
Third year in a row! What a team performance! Played 8, won 7, drew 1 – undefeated… and only 1 
goal conceded during the entire tournament! Incredible achievement. Well done Team Claypole. 
Next stop: County Finals! 

                          



 

 
Parent/Carer Workshop 

Phonics In School & Home 

 

It was wonderful to welcome so many families to our Phonics Workshop this week. For more 
information & guidance, visit: https://www.claypoleprimary.org/phonics and contact school 
directly if you’d like to know to help more at home. 

 

https://www.claypoleprimary.org/phonics


 

Blythswood Care 

Christmas Shoebox 

  

Watch where they go and to who here: https://youtu.be/HxGQIlfyQTE  

Every year, thousands of people take part in Blythswood’s Shoe Box Appeal, 
filling shoeboxes with gifts for children and adults affected by poverty, trauma and exploitation. 

A shoebox filled with simple, practical items such as toiletries, stationery, clothing, sweets and a 
small gift can bring joy to someone who may have very little. It is about more than the things 
inside. 

Each box is personal. Each one is an expression of care. Each one lets someone know they 
have not been forgotten. 

Since the first Shoe Box Appeal in 1993, they have delivered more than 2.9 million shoeboxes – 
each one is different, each one personal, each one an expression of your care and kindness 
towards a stranger in need. The individually-wrapped boxes have been distributed in churches, 
schools, hospitals, orphanages and care homes, and to households in very low-income 
communities. Many have gone to people affected by the war in Ukraine. In Collective Worship 
this week, we will be sharing a video of where and with who last years 'Christmas Shoeboxes' 
ended up. This Christmas, your shoebox could help reach people in Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine. 

Please consider completing a 'Christmas Shoebox' and return it into school for Monday 9th 
November for collection.  

For filler ideas, click: https://blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/SBA-Fillers-and-
Certificate-2026.pdf  

 

 

https://youtu.be/HxGQIlfyQTE
https://blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/SBA-Fillers-and-Certificate-2026.pdf
https://blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/SBA-Fillers-and-Certificate-2026.pdf


 

Working With Parent/Carers 

Parent/Carer Forums 
We are looking to form a workshop of parent/carers to help us develop our RSE 
Relationship & Sex Education Curriculum and; with the changes due to the Food 
Standards next year, looking to hear from families about food in school. If being part of a 
working group/forum with our staff is of interest, please contact school – we’d love to hear 
from you. 

 

Christian Value This Term 

Koinonia: Truth 

 

This term, our Christian Value focus is ‘koinonia’ with focuses in Collective Worship on 
kindness, compassion, responsibility, truth, co-operation, forgiveness & reconciliation, 
self-control and acts of/spirit of service. 

More information can be found here. 

Next week, our focus will be truth. 

You can follow or Collective Worship by subscribing to our YouTube channel too: 
https://www.youtube.com/@ClaypolePrimarySchool  
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.claypoleprimary.org/collective-worship/
https://www.youtube.com/@ClaypolePrimarySchool


 



 



 



 

Every Day Counts; Every Lesson Matters 

Attendance Matters 
 

 

 

Even small amounts of absence can add up over 
time and can mean that children miss important 
teaching, routines, experiences and opportunities 
to learn alongside their friends. Teachers will be 
able to discuss your child’s attendance with you at 
Parents Evening, celebrate good attendance and, 
where there are concerns, talk through any barriers 
or support that may be needed. Our aim is not 
simply to focus on a percentage, but to work in 
partnership with families to ensure that every 
child is in school, on time and ready to learn as 
often as possible.  

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Reaching Out 

Contacting School 
Emails (including correspondences intended for staff) are to come via the school office 
via adminoffice@claypoleprimary.org   

We understand that parents will sometimes have questions, concerns or news that they 
feel are best directed to their child’s class teacher or another member of staff. 

To help us respond as quickly and appropriately as possible, we ask that parent emails 
are sent via the school office, rather than directly to individual members of staff. 

We want to make sure that your message reaches the right person and, where 
appropriate, that relevant information is shared with other members of staff who may 
need to know. For example, a parent may contact a class teacher about something that 
appears to be a classroom matter, but the information may also be relevant to our 
SENDCO, Designated Safeguarding Lead… or a member of the leadership team. 
Having correspondence come through the office allows us to make that judgement and 
ensure that the appropriate person is involved. 

It means that we can: 

• make sure your query reaches the most appropriate member of staff; 
• ensure that important information is not inadvertently missed or delayed; 
• identify when a concern may require input from another member of staff; 
• provide a consistent response when a member of staff is absent or unavailable; 

and; 
• ensure that matters relating to your child are dealt with by the people who are best 

placed to support them. 
We recognise that some messages may be very straightforward and may only require a 
response from your child’s teacher. Where that is the case, the office will simply make 
sure the message reaches them. 

Our aim is to make communication between home and school clear, efficient and 
supportive, while ensuring that the right people have the information they need to help 
every child. 

If you know you want to speak to the Designated Safeguarding Team, email:  

dsl@claypoleprimary.org  

and is you know you want to the SENDCO, email: send@claypoleprimary.org  
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