
SPELLING TERMLY LETTER

This letter is designed to offer information about how you can help your 

child’s spelling development at home and sets out which spelling patterns 

your child will be learning each week. You might remember we have made 

a shift away from spelling tests because research has shown this is not an 

effective way to embed spelling knowledge: due to the words being out of 

context. Therefore, we now focus on how the children are spelling in their 

writing.

Spring Term Stage 4 Toucans



What We Do

At Claypole C of E Primary School we use the Spelling Shed programme to get 
children (Y1-Y6) off to a flying start with Spelling. The programme builds upon 
the phonics taught in KS1.

Children focus on one spelling pattern, or rule, for a number of sessions and 
develop their confidence and understanding of the words along the way. Each 
unit engages all the spelling skills, supporting the children to focus on learning 
and understanding the spellings.

Children have opportunities to apply their growing spelling abilities in every 
lesson and patterns are scaffolded according to their needs. Previous spelling 
patterns are recapped throughout the year and built on year by year.



The following slides set out the spelling patterns for your child this half term, 
sometimes we will include suggested words to simplify or to extend spellings.

To make spelling fun at home, please take a look at ‘Spelling Tips for Parents’ 
and the ‘Tic Tac Toe’ activities at the end of these slides. These tasks engage all 
the spelling skills and not just rote memorisation (which works on visual memory, 
which probably won’t be beneficial to your child). Encourage your child to think 
about their Phonics lessons- ask them to sound out the word and think about the 
letter choices using the Speed Sound Chart on the following slide.

Please help your child to learn spelling rules using the ‘tips’ in red. There will 
always be exceptions, but they work most of the time. Spelling isn’t about how 
many words they can spell, but more about the pattern they are learning.

‘Spelling is known to improve where pupils are taught a range of strategies and supported in finding out which strategy/ies suit them best.’
(DfE, 2012)



Speed Sound Chart



Week beginning 06.01.25



Week beginning 13.01.25



Week beginning 20.01.25



Week beginning 27.01.25



Week beginning 03.02.25



Week beginning: 10.02.25



Week beginning: 24.02.25 



Week beginning 03.03.25



Week beginning 10.03.25



Week beginning 10.03.25



Week beginning 17.03.25



Week beginning 31.03.25





The example below shows an Elkonin box (phoneme frame) for the word sheep, which consists of three phonemes

(sounds): /sh/ /ee/ /p/



Morphology Matrix
How do you use a Morpheme Matrix?

A morpheme matrix demonstrates how morphemes fit togethers (units of meaning, not units of sound). A morpheme matrix 

reads from left to right. From them, you make single, complete words. You may use one element from a column at a time. 

You don’t have to take an element from every column of a matrix – but you must not “leapfrog” over a column.

morpheme is the smallest unit of meaning in a word. 

For example, the word ‘dogs’ is made up of two 

morphemes. These are ‘dog’ meaning a canine animal 

and ‘-s’ which pluralises the noun to show that there is 

more than one.

The word ‘disagreement’ can be split into three 

sections. The base word ‘agree’ and two affixes ‘dis-’ 

and ‘-ment’. ‘Dis-’ is a prefix added before the base 

word and ‘-ment’ is a suffix added after the base word. 

These morphemes can aid understanding of the word 

that is being read. Adding the suffix ‘-ing’ indicates an 

action. Adding ‘dis-’ as a prefix shows us that the word 

means ‘opposite of’, ‘not’, or ‘reverse’ of the base word 

meaning. For example, adding ‘dis-’ to ‘agree’ 

reverses its meaning.



Spelling Tips for Parents

All children learn in different ways, so it is worth trying a variety of strategies

Work on between 5 and 10 words at a time

Encourage your child to think about their Phonics lessons- ask them to sound out the word and think about the 

letter choices (use a Speed Sound Chart)

● Once your child has learned a spelling, practise writing it in a sentence that you read out.

● Put your child in charge of writing up lists such as a shopping list.

● Word searches, crosswords and other word‐related activities based on your child’s interests

● Help your child find out what a new word means or how to spell a word by helping them use a dictionary.

● Have a ‘Word of the Day’; this can be a fun way of increasing vocabulary.

● Play games such as Bananagrams, Junior Scrabble, Hangman, TRUGs, Boggle

● Use commercially produced games such as Snakes and Ladders- spell a word every time you roll the dice, 

Jenga- spell word every time you take a block out, Connect 4 – spell every time you put a piece in etc.



Further games and activities

1. Make and Break: Use magnetic /wooden/foam/plastic letters to make the word. Break the word up and then reform, 

saying the letter names each time.

2. Rainbow Words: Write the words on paper and ask your child to trace over the word in a few different felt tip colours. 

Encourage them to say the word over and over as they trace.

3. Jigsaw Words: Write the words on pieces of paper and cut the words into single letters. Ask your child to make each 

word.

4. Stepping Stones: Write the individual letters of the word on paper/card, then ask your child to step/jump/hop along 

the letters in the correct order.

5. Eyes closed writing: After practising each spelling a few times, ask your child to write the word with their eyes closed 

in joined up/cursive writing. This uses muscle memory and helps spelling.

6. Highlighting: Highlight the tricky part of the word e.g. said or the spelling pattern e.g. night, flight. (letter patterns)

7. Mnemonics: Make up rhymes and draw a picture to help your child remember the letters e.g. You Open Umbrellas for

you.

8. Sensory: Experiment with writing the words in different ways, e.g. use playdough, pipe cleaners, liquorice, glue/glitter 

etc. Your child could try tracing the words in a tray filled with sand/salt/flour. Chant letters to a rhythm.

9. Outside: Spell out the word using a squirty water bottle on the wall/patio. Also, write the word with a large paintbrush 

and water on a wall/ path/paper.

10. Scrabble Spell: Find the letters you need to spell a word (Scrabble tiles or wooden/magnetic letters) and mix them up in 

a feely bag. Pick a letter out at a time and build the word. This could be a timed activity.









Spelling Shed www.edshed.com

Your child has a username and password for Spelling Shed. This programme sets out a 

weekly focus with word lists and activities matched to the spelling pattern or rule being taught 

in school each week. These set assignments (a game-format) build upon your child’s spelling 

knowledge and will help build your child’s confidence in spelling.

Once your child has logged in click on Spelling Shed ‘Play!’ and choose the set assignment. 

They can practise spellings and build up their Shed Score to support spelling lessons in class.

http://www.edshed.com/


Statutory Spelling Lists (Common Exception Words)

The children are taught the words from the statutory list from the National Curriculum. These 

are called red words RWI Phonics. The word-lists are a mixture of words pupils frequently 

use in their writing and those which they often misspell. Tip: Red words/CEW contain a 

sound with an odd spelling. We can think of them as Red words because we need to stop 

and think about the odd part of the word before we write it. We can also think about the 

sounds/parts that we do know.

A list of common exception words that children are expected to be able to spell by the end of 

each year group can be found at home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-spelling/

For more guidance about what is included in Spelling Shed lessons, please visit 

Spelling Shed - Spelling game for school and home If you have any questions, please 

contact Miss Bray via kingfishers@claypoleprimary.org

http://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-spelling/
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/scheme-guidance
mailto:kingfishers@claypoleprimary.org
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