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(noun) the process of making a judgement 
or forming an opinion, after considering 
something or someone carefully.

The purpose of most forms of assessment 
in the classroom should be to inform 
people of how much progress a child is 
making.





Everyday, every lesson, we 
make judgements (i.e. 
assessments) about where 
each child is and where they 
need to get next.



For some children (i.e. 
SEND), we make 
judgements and change our 
provision accordingly to 
meet their needs.



Three terms each year we 
hold an assessment week.



This also gives us opportunities to 
discuss our judgements (i.e. 
assessments) with our colleagues 
(moderations – internally and 
externally) to make sure we are 
being consistent, fair and accurate.



This also gives us opportunities to 
match children’s progress against 
our expectations of where they 
should be by the end of each 
academic year (i.e. targets).  



For any children who are not 
making enough progress, we 
look at what we can do to help 
them (i.e. intervention 
strategy) so they feel better 
about themselves as learners.



Then we teach every child 
according to where they are 
at that point.



Teachers:
•  Where are they in relation to where they 
need to be?
•  What are the gaps in their knowledge 
and understanding?
•  What do they need to learn next?



“People talk about assessment as 
though it’s separate to teaching.  For 
me assessment is what you have to 
do to be able to teach effectively. 

When assessment is driven by 
accountability, it becomes a very 

different thing.”



Children:
•  What do I know?
•  What do I need to do next?
•  Am I getting better?



“I like to check my next steps and 
find out what I have done well.  I 
don’t like it if there isn’t a green 

comment; I want to know how to 
get better at what I am doing.”



Leaders & External Agencies:
•  Are the children meeting expectations?
•  Are they making progress?
•  Is provision as good as it should be?
•  Are there groups making less progress 
than others?



“Levels have been a distracting, 
over-generalised label, giving 
misleading signals…Crucially, 

levels have failed to give parents 
clarity over how their children are 

performing.”



Assessment should support good 
teaching and learning.  It should 
help teachers and children keep 

track of progress and drive 
improvement.  Assessment is for 

learning!
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